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Weight Gain During Pregnancy

How much weight should I gain during my pregnancy?

The healthiest weight gain for you during pregnancy depends on your body mass index (BMI) before you were
pregnant. Your BMI is based on your height and weight. Your BMI number will tell you if you are underweight,
normal, overweight, or obese. You can use the chart at the top of the next page to find your BMI number.
If you have a BMI of 25 or more before you start pregnancy, it is healthiest if you gain less weight during
pregnancy.

Prepregnancy Weight Healthy Weight Gain During Pregnancy

Underweight (BMI less than 18.5) 28 to 40 pounds

Normal (BMI between 18.5 and 24.9) 25 to 35 pounds

Overweight (BMI between 25 and 29.9) 15 to 25 pounds

Obese (BMI 30 or more) 11 to 20 pounds

How much should I eat during pregnancy?

In the first trimester of pregnancy, many women feel nauseous (sick to your stomach) or cannot stand some
food smells. This can make it hard to eat a regular meal. When you are pregnant, you need to eat about 400
more calories per day than when you are not pregnant. You will feel better if you eat something every few hours.
Eating small meals 5 or 6 times each day rather than larger meals less often will help you feel better and make
sure your baby has a steady supply of food.

What should I eat during pregnancy?

Your baby’s growth depends on what you eat, so you need to eat healthy foods. Eat at least 5 servings of fruit and
vegetables a day. Eat whole grain foods such as brown rice or whole wheat bread. Include some protein, such
as meat or peanut butter, whenever you eat. Cut down on fats by eating less fried foods, whole milk, and fatty
meats. Limit foods with a lot of sugar, such as desserts and soft drinks.

What happens if I do not gain enough weight?

If you do not gain enough weight or if you lose weight during pregnancy, your baby has a chance of being born
prematurely (early) or not weighing enough at birth. Babies born early or too small can have trouble breathing
and eating in the first days after birth. A small number of babies who are premature or too small at birth have
trouble learning when they are older and in school. Talk with your health care provider about howmuch weight
gain during your pregnancy is the healthiest for you and your baby.

What happens if I gain too much weight?

If you gain more weight than is recommended, you have a higher chance of getting gestational diabetes or high
blood pressure during pregnancy. Your baby has a chance of weighing more than usual, and you are more likely
to need a cesarean birth. Women who gain too much weight in pregnancy have a harder time losing the weight
after giving birth. Their babies have a higher chance of being overweight as children. Exercise during pregnancy
and eating a healthy diet can help you keep your pregnancy weight gain normal. It is not safe to diet during
pregnancy.

1526-9523/09/$36.00 doi:10.1111/jmwh.12762 c© 2018 by the American College of Nurse-Midwives 381



A
m

er
ica

n 
Co

lle
ge

 o
f N

ur
se

-M
id

wi
ve

s
w

w
w.
sh

ar
ew

ith
w

om
en
.o

rg What is my body mass index?

You can use this chart to find your BMI number. Be sure to use your weight before pregnancy.

Source: National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute; National Institutes of Health; U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

For More Information

ChooseMy Plate: Moms andMoms-to-be
https://www.choosemyplate.gov/moms-pregnancy-breastfeeding
CDC: Weight Gain During Pregnancy
https://www.cdc.gov/reproductivehealth/maternalinfanthealth/pregnancy-weight-gain.htm
Health Tips for PregnantWomen
https://www.niddk.nih.gov/health-information/weight-management/health-tips-pregnant-women
March of Dimes: Tracking YourWeight Gain
https://www.marchofdimes.org/pregnancy/tracking-your-weight-gain.aspx

Flesch-Kincaid Grade Level: 5.5
Approved March 2018. This handout replaces “Weight Gain During Pregnancy” published in Volume 55,
Number 6, November/December 2010.

This handout may be reproduced for noncommercial use by health care professionals to share with clients,
but modifications to the handout are not permitted.The information and recommendations in this handout
are not a substitute for health care. Consult your health care provider for information specific to you and
your health.
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